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The Norval Foundation, a world-class art and cultural centre in the Steenberg area in Cape
Town, was designed by dhk to strike a balance between protecting the artwork within and
maximising the views of the natural landscape outside.
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he site of the Norval Foundation - en the slopes

of the Constantiaberg Mountains, originally a

farm dating back to the I7th century - Is set
against @ backdrop of vineyards and a conservationares
It was envisioned by the architects as @ modera pavilion
for art in this dramatic landscape,

[t haas been designed Lo turnits back te & neighbouring
US consulate complex and nearby residential estates,

5o that the galleries and public spaces face the natural
\indscape. This enables the structure to capture framed
vigws of the wetland, vineyards and mountaing beyond.

The Norval Foundetien is 8 pure expression of form
b stands as a bold rectangular mass, delineating its
edvy, walled enclosare and fight, over-saiiing reof. The
materials palette is raw and honest, consisting primarily
of pre-cast concrete, natural timber. granite and gless
thereby previding a contrast with the natural andscape.

Clerestery windews allow the roof to flcat above the
neavy walls, ke the lid of 8 bex concealing treasures
within, and allow sclf, indirect, natural light o penetrate
the interior spaces,

[xternally, the pre-cast concrate is finisned with 2
chamfered tartan grid, which draws the eye upwards and
lengt rways, and emphasises the scale of the building.
ntemally, timber panelling is used to bring warmth to
the spaces.

The building sits in an elevated position and shisids
the wetland, creafing a private space for the sculpture
park. Inthis way, it ferms an inhabited thresheld between
public and private zones,

A triple-volume atrium estabfishes a deliberate visua
connection between these zones - one urben, the cther
natural - and provides a physical iransition between
these contrasting environments,

One's arrival at the Norval Foundation is experienced
ina linear sequence. A curved wall that extends inte the
entrance court drews visitors past the double-velume
restaurant and gallery shop, and into the genercus
reception area. This area directs guests to the centra
atrium and intreduces the main galleries.

A terrace along the length of the building incorporates
a timber deck serving the restaurant, and cennecis fo
walkways on either side that lead into the sculpture park.

The grounds alse include an smphitheatre, a children’s
playground and 2 ploaic area.
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Oppesite page £ curved wall extends imto fhe extrapce court aod draws i ad into the receplion while 3
fervace alowy the langth of the b g incorpevates # fimBer deck sevving the restaprant, and also conndciing fo watkways Faai lead into i realphare park.
Tivks gge, elockwise from dop The bull
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9 ehvated position and shivkds the wetland, orestiog a privade space fov tie scalptuve park; the galleries snd
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